
Case filed in Superior Court 
for Felony Charge or District 

Court for Misdemeanor

Criminal Court Flow Chart in Washington State

An experienced Criminal Attorney can navigate the procedures below and advocate on your behalf 
each step of the way.  This process can take months if not more before a final outcome is reached
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Crime Committed

Police investigation

Suspect identified
But not arrested

Suspect arrested

Case filed into court by law 
enforcement

Probable Cause (PC) must be found 
w/in 48 hrs

Case reviewed by prosecutor

PC found No PC found

Released

Case declined for insufficient 
evidence

Case sent back for future 
investigation

Arraignment (not guilty) plea entered, 
conditions of release addressed, bail  set

Misdemeanor in District Court or 
Municipal Court

Felony in Superior Court

Pre-Trial Hearing
 Case Continued
 Case set for Trial
 Case set for Motions
 Case set for Plea

Defense Negotiations & 
Investigations

Omnibus Hearing
 Case Continued
 Case set for Trial
 Case set for Motions
 Case set for Plea

Plea Remains Not Guilty

Guilty Plea

Sentencing

Motions Hearing
a) Suppress Evidence
b) Add Charges

Jury Trial

Found Not Guilty Mistrial or Hung Jury
Found Guilty
Sentencing

Guilty
Hearing

Sentencing Hearing
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